INSTITUTE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Executive Committee Meeting

March 12, 2009

Location: UC, Davis

NCIFT: Rick Falkenberg, Chair; Mary Palumbo, Chair-Elect; Maria Vargas, Treasurer; Stacey Hawley, Membership Secretary; 

Committee Chairs and Members: Russ Nishikawa, Nominating Committee Chair; Carol Cooper, Nominating Committee; Su Asavasanti, Davis Student Rep; Steve Nagorski, Employment Listserv; Brad Olson, incoming Member-at-Large;

Visitors: Pamela Tom, NCIFT Member & IFT Fellow

NCIFT Chair Rick Falkenberg called the meeting to order at 5:00.

Committee Reports:

Program Arrangements:

Mary Palumbo reported that the CLFP luncheon had 120 people.  It was well attended and we received good feedback regarding the speaker.  Ed Yates with CLFP wants to do more with NCIFT to build a stronger relationship between the two groups.  

Supplier’s Expo is set for Tuesday, May 5th.  Supplier packets have been mailed. Looking for speaker – need two more.  Rick Falkenberg, Dave Sholty, and Mark Caporale are working on getting the speakers.  The Golf Tournament on Monday, May 4th will be held at Poppy Ridge Golf Course in Livermore.

The Annual Holiday dinner – discussion of moving the program away from Wente Vineyard & Winery due to costs.  Maria Vargas suggested that the event be held at UC Davis.  Discussion will follow between Maria Vargas and others on the EXCOM to determine a new location for Holiday dinner.

Treasurer: 
Maria Vargas reported that there is $67,321 in savings and checking (see attached Treasurer’s Report).  From September 8, 2008 to March 12, 2009, NCIFT spent $32,711 – meetings were half of the money with the Holiday dinner being the most expensive portion of the meetings.  Maria made the suggestion that the next Holiday dinner hold a hosted cocktail hour, which will help, reduce costs.

Other suggestions: 

1. Location in Lodi/Modesto may help draw those from SJV

2. Combine Holiday dinner with CVIFT

3. Holiday dinner in Fairfield

4. Wine and Roses Conference Center & Hotel in Lodi – this may be a good location and a way to get Gallo and Foster Farms involved.

5. Holiday dinner in San Ramon/Walnut Creek corridor – talk to the folks at Safeway and Del Monte and car pool

Stacey Hawley made a motion to form a group to discuss the holiday party, Russ Nishikawa seconded.  The group will include: Dave Sholty, Susan Howe, Rick Faulkenberg, Russ Nishikawa, Mary Palumbo, Maria Vargas, Brad Olson.  Stacey to get the conversation going with an email.

Section Reports:

SJVIFT: No Report

CVIFT: Meeting in Stockton at Valley Brew on Thursday, March 19th.

Nomination Committee:

Russ Nishikawa reported that National IFT distributed the electronic ballots.  Russ feels there is good diversity on the ballot this year.  The ballot is as follows:

Chair:



Mary Palumbo

Chair-Elect: 


Susan Howe 

Executive Secretary:  

Scott MacAdams

Treasurer:


Maria Vargas

Membership Secretary:
Stacey Hawley

Member-at-Large:

Brad Olson





Dale Olds





Davis Zunzanyika

Nominating Committee:
Jim Antaki





Steve Nagorski





Jena Roberts





Carol York-Westphal

Russ suggested that Members-at-Large could be assigned to help with tasks, move into EXCOM positions, and in turn build on the leadership within NCIFT.

Susan Howe has given up her spot on the Nominating Committee to accept Chair-Elect.  One person is needed to serve for 1 year on the Nominating Committee to finish out Susan’s term.  Possibly fill in the empty spot with a person who was not selected on the current ballot.   

Many thanks to all NCIFT volunteers!

Hornblower: No Report

Career Guidance:

Mary Palumbo reported that Earl Weak is looking for volunteers for the Monterey Science Fair.  Judging teams are set-up for other science fairs except for San Francisco.  Two people are needed for the SF Science Fair on March 18th.  SF is a little different; judges do not have a chance to interview students because NCIFT is a “special award”.  Brad Olson stepped up and may be able to help Maria Vargas with San Francisco.  

Member of the Year:

Eric Wilhelmsen, MOTY Chair, has a list of 5 candidates.  The MOTY committee will select this year’s winner and present the award at the Suppliers’ Expo symposium.

College and Student Relations:


Carol reported that a committee and chair is needed for Cruess Scholarships and Travel Awards.  Brad Olson offered to help.  Russ agreed to be on the committee.

Membership:


Stacey Hawley reported that the current membership is 997.  



NCIFT: 783 (including Emeritus from Subsections)



CVIFT: 88



SJVIFT: 126

Other Business:

· Leadership conference:  The 2009 IFT leadership conference has been cancelled.

· Fun Run: IFT Student Association has asked NCIFT to sponsor the 2009 IFT Fun Run in Anaheim (see attached 2009 IFT Student Association Fun Run Sponsorship Benefits).  NCIFT will consider Bronze or Silver Donations in the amounts of $1,500 or $2,500 respectively.  Maria Vargas will investigate NCIFT’s available funds.

· Renaming the Fall Meeting: Mary Palumbo would like to rename the “Long Timers” meeting that takes place in September (typically held the 3rd week of the month).  Mary feels the first meeting should be for attracting new members as well as honoring the old guard and 50 year members.   

Maria suggested that we have a panel of photos to celebrate the 70TH anniversary of NCIFT and call it an “ANNIVERSARY MEETING”.  Possibly bring in someone from national or invite the longest standing NCIFT member to be on the playbill.  Maybe present a variety of “Class Reunion” type awards.  Bill Root was our historian he may be a good person to speak.  

Maria suggested that we move this meeting to Lafayette Park Hotel and offer a buffet.  This would reduce the food costs significantly.  Brad Olson suggested UCDavis as another  location option.  Mary to work with Susan Howe on this event.

· Pricing for Dinner Meetings:  Mary Palumbo would like the EXCOM to determine if the privilege of a complimentary meal should be extended to all emeritus and the 50 year members for all meetings.  The September 2008 meeting was offered to emeritus and 50-year members (not Old Guard) at a reduced price. 

New Business:

· June Meeting: Maria Vargas suggested that we plan a joint meeting with the old and new EXCOM – June 2nd or June 23rd.  

· Taxes: Maria Vargas mentioned that NCIFT must file for tax purposes.

· NCIFT Family & Friends Outing: Russ Nishikawa proposed to hold a social NCIFT event this summer at a Giant’s Baseball game.  Russ would like to target vendors to sponsor their customers, family and friends to attend.  With this, 75% of the tickets could be paid in advance.  Russ will investigate dates and report back to the EXCOM.

· Dana Gong: Stacey Hawley reported that NCIFT donated flowers for Dana’s memorial service on Friday, March 13.  See attached message from The National Food Lab. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

