INSTITUTE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGIST

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Executive Committee Meeting

June 02, 2009

Location:  Maria Vargas’ House

      753 Old Stable Place, Walnut Creek

NCIFT: Rick Falkenberg, Chair; Mary Palumbo, Chair-Elect; Carolyn Coughlin, Past-Chair; Alvina Suhendra, Executive Secretary; Stacey Hawley, Membership Secretary;

Maria Vargas, Treasurer; Doug Berg, Member-at-Large; Susan Howe, Incoming Chair-Elect; Scott MacAdams, Incoming Executive Secretary; Dale Olds, Brad Olson, Incoming Member-at-Large; Scott Nichols, SJIFT Incoming Chair-Elect;
Committee Chairs and Members of Nominating Committee: Russ Nishikawa, Nominating Committee Chair; Carol Cooper, Nominating Committee; Earl Weak, Career Guidance; Mark Caporale, Supplier’s Expo Chair; Dave Sholty, Arrangement Chair; Carol York-Westphal, Incoming Nominating Committee;
Visitors: Suvaluk Asavansanti, Joseph Alexandrou, UC Davis Student Reps.; Rachel B. Zemser, RCA Regional Rep; Bruce Ferree; David Zunzanyika

The meeting was called to order at 7:20 PM by NCIFT Chair Rick Falkenberg.

There are no amendments to the March 12th meeting minutes.  Mark Caporale moved to approve the March 12th minutes, Maria Vargas seconded.  

Committee Reports:

Supplier’s Expo: 

Mark Caporale reported that the Supplier’s Expo, Symposium and Golf Tournament that were held on May 4-5, 2009 were well attended.  More than 260 visitors attended the expo, 122 people attended the symposium expo and 122 golfers participated in the tournament.  $24.604.43 was earned from this year event, which is down from the 2008 earning ($35,064).  This decline of earning is due to the lower number of exhibitors this year.

Mark further reported that 2010 Suppliers Night will be held on May 4th at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton and the NCIFT Golf Tournament will be held on May 3rd at the Ruby Hill Golf Course, Pleasanton.  He will work with IFT National to have this date posted on their website.    

Program Arrangements: 

Maria Vargas reported December 10, 2009 is the only date that is available at Round Hill Country Club in Alamo for NCIFT Holiday Dinner.  Round Hill Country Club has a banquet room that can hold about 200 people and their pricing is less expensive to Wente Vineyard & Winery.  The theme of 2009 Holiday Meeting will be the celebration of the 70th anniversary of Northern California section of IFT. Susan Howe is in-charge with the Holiday Meeting’s program (speaker and presentation) which will feature the history of our section.  Rick Falkenberg and Brad Olson have volunteered to help Susan with the task.

Stacey Hawley moved the motion to reserve the venue at Round Hill Country Club in Alamo for the Holiday meeting, Mark Caporale seconded.  

Maria Vargas reported that AACT (American Association of Candy Technologists) will have the “Legends of Game, the Next Generation” meeting on September 15, 2009 at Sequoyah Country Club, Oakland.  She suggested for NCIFT to host a joint meeting with AACT to start the year. Mary Palumbo moved the motion to have a joint meeting with AACT on September 15th, Carol Cooper seconded.  

 Treasurer: 

Maria Vargas reported that NCIFT currently has $34,089.45 and $68,923.22 in the checking and saving accounts with a total of $103,012.67.  This amount includes the $24.604.43 from this year Suppliers’ Expo earning. She is working on revising the 2008-2009 budget and will submit the revised budget before the next executive committee meeting.  Maria further reported our section has not filed tax returns since 2005.  Rick Falkenberg will contact Eric Wilhelmsen of Finance Committee to understand what the next step will be in order to get us caught up with the tax filing. 

Bruce Ferree recommended having NCIFT’s books audited, since we have not been auditing our account for quite sometime.

Dave Sholty suggested that we start allocating for some funds for good causes and have our treasurer put it on our budget. 

Lastly, we have committed to a Bronze Level sponsorship ($1,500) for 2009 IFTSA Fun Run.  Bruce Ferree will provide the contact information where to the check should be mailed to. 

SJIFT: 

Scott Nichols reported that the SJIFT subsection has a new team of officers that will assume their office on September 1st.  The new SJIFT officers are as follows:

Chair: Scott Nichols, Senior Account Manager, The E.T. Horn Company

Chair-Elect: Erin Dormedy, Food Science Program Director, CSU Fresno 

Secretary: Ly Doan-Rendon, Technical Services Manager, Lyons Magnus, Inc., Fresno

Treasurer: Toni Lindeleaf, Director of Sales, Wawona Frozen Foods, Fresno

Newsletter Chair: Chelsea Venable, Graduate Research Assistant, CSU Fresno

Members-at-Large: Gary Jue, Vice President, Valley Fig Growers (1-year term),

        Nancy Hawkins, Food Scientist (2-year term)

Scott further reported that the tentative schedule for SJIFT’s activities for next year is as follows:

Sept 17, 2009 – Plant tour meeting (Frozen Fruit and Water Management)

Oct 15, 2009 – 11th Annual SJIFT Golf Tournament

Jan 2010 – Food Safety Workshop

April 2010 – Student Recognition Night

May 2010 – HACCP Workshop

CVIFT: 

Rick Falkenberg reported that the CVIFT Mini Supplier’s Expo will be held on October 2009 at Hilmar Cheese.  There was discussion about joint meetings between CVIFT and SJIFT on September 2009 and between CVIFT and AACT on February 2010 (Sconza Candy Co. Plant Tour, Oakdale).

Membership Directory / Hornblower:

Bernadine Ferguson reported that collections for advertising in the 2009-2010 Membership Directory and Hornblower have been completed, and we have sufficient funds to update and publish the Membership Directory.  The deadline for directory is June 10th.  Executive Committee feels that the deadline does not give our member enough time to update their information and we need to postpone the deadline.  Rick Falkenberg will talk to Bernadine about this matter.  

Stacey Hawley needs help to go through members’ information for the directory.  She will send the latest sub-sections rosters to Vina Suhendra for CVIFT and Scott Nichols for SJIFT so that they can double check the information of the sub-section members.

Stacey reported that in 2009, we collected about $13,790 in advertisement income and spent $9,373.81 for printing expenses.  This expenses included a re-printed of bi-annual directory 2007-2008. There were discussions on who’s currently responsible on approving any printing expenses.  Stacey Hawley will follow up on this matter. 

Bernadine further reported that the Hornblower has skipped a couple of issues.  She urges Executive Committee to send articles and photos with reports from meetings, updated calendars of event and other news so that we have enough materials to keep publishing the newsletters.  Bernadine is proposing that we take Hornblower to a quarterly publication with issues in January, April, July and October.  The deadline for submissions would be December 19, March 10, June 10 and September 10. Bruce Ferree reminded members-at-large that it is part of their responsibility as member-at-large to write articles for Hornblower.

There were also some discussions about resurrecting a hardcopy of Hornblower for our members.  Scott Nichols brought out the fact that many of our members claim that they do not receive the online newsletter due to the spam filtering on email. Stacey Hawley will lead a committee that consists of Susan Howe, Russ Nishikawa and Scott Nichols, that will assess for alternative ways and possibility of mailing hard copy of Hornblower to members again.

Stacey further suggested that we start mailing up-coming events to members quarterly for now.

Maria Vargas suggested making Hornblower more personal to our member by having a personal corner that features different member on every issue.

Career Guidance: 


Earl Weak reported that $900 has been awarded for food-related projects at 6 science fairs.  Individual awards ranged from $100 to $25 with not more than $150 awarded at each science fair. The winners are as follows:
· Central California Regional Science and Engineering Fair, Fresno Fairgrounds (March 23-26, 2009): Logan Davis-Wallace, Haley Washburn, 

· Monterey County Science and Engineering Fair, CSUMB (March 27-29, 2009): Peter Fernandez, Amulya Kundura, Karen Chen

· Synopsys Championships: Santa Clara Valley Science and Engineering Fair, San Jose Convention Center (March 17-18, 2009): Vincent Li and Melody Rasouli

· Sacramento Regional Science and Engineering Fair, Rosemont High School (March 20-21, 2009): Eric Zhou and Dominic Meroux

· San Francisco Bay Area Science Fair, SF County Fair Building (March 16-19, 2009): Allex Shenton, Samuel Pajuleras, and Dylan Moore

· TriValley Science and Engineering Fair, Livermore Community Center (March 24-28, 2009): Abby Maguire, Manogna Manne and Krishna Bommakanti

Earl will also write article about the science fairs and submit for Hornblower.

College and Student Relations: 

Dale Olds reported that we gave a total amount of $3,500 of IFT Travel grant to UC Davis ($2,500 – 16 recipients), CSU Fresno ($500) and San Jose State ($500) this year.  The check has been sent to each school. 

Membership: 

Stacey Hawley reported that our section currently has 999 members, which consist of 797 full paying members, 91 emeritus and 111 students.  

Member of the Year Announcement:  Rick Falkenberg announced that Russ Nishikawa is the recipient of this year’s Member of the Year.  Maria Vargas moved the motion to have our Member of the Year recognize at the Holiday meeting, Scott Nichols seconded.  

Other Business:

· By-laws:

Bernadine Ferguson reported that we need to submit the Revised Bylaws for the section and subsections (CVIFT and SJIFT) to the membership for approval.  If the changes pass, it will allow the NCIFT Executive Committee, alone, to approve any future revisions.  Rick Falkenberg will follow up if we could have IFT set up and tally an electronic ballot for us.

· Rachel B. Zemser, RCA Regional Rep. announced that Northwest Region of RCA will have a plant tour/dinner meeting at Christopher Ranch on July 23th and welcome NCIFT to join them. 
· Bruce Ferree announced the passing of Dr. Clair Weast and Ann Hollingsworth, Past President of IFT  

· Rick Falkenberg announced that Food Microbiology division will hold a mixer on June 7th from 5:30PM to 7:30PM at Buca di Beppo Restaurant. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

