INSTITUE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGIST

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Executive Committee Meeting

December 11, 2007
Location: Conference Call
NCIFT: Carolyn Coughlin, Chair;  Rick Falkenberg, Chair-Elect; Eric Wilhelmsen, Past-Chair; Alvina Suhendra, Executive Secretary; Stacey Hawley, Membership Secretary; Carol Cooper, Bruce Ferree, Bernadine Ferguson, Dawn Chapman, Councilors; Sam Adapa, Member-at-Large; Dan Whisenhunt, CVIFT Chair-Elect; Joe Hiber, SJIFT Chair; Marcel Schilling-Bell, SJIFT Chair-Elect;
Committee Chairs and Members of Nominating Committee: Russ Nishikawa, Sharon Cook Roesler, Earl Weak,  Nominating Committee; Mark Caporale, Supplier’s Night; Dave Sholty, Reception/Hospitality; Mary Palumbo, Career Guidance;
Visitors: Yildiz Karaibrahimoglu, Outgoing Membership Secretary; Steve Nagorski, Outgoing Member-at-Large; 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 PM by NCIFT Chair Carolyn Coughlin.

There are no amendments to the October 25th meeting minutes.  The minutes of October 25th meeting was approved.

Committee Reports:

Program Arrangement: 
Rick Falkenberg reported that the NCIFT Holiday Dinner that was held at Wente Vineyards & Winery on December 4, 2007 was a success. 121 Attendees and students attended the event.  The UC Davis students raised $420 from the raffles that evening. 

Rick further reported that the CLFP Expo/Showcase and NCIFT Luncheon will be held on February 5, 2008.  Mehrdad Tajkarimi DVM PhD, Certified international lead auditor and trainer in food safety management system will be the guest speaker for the event.  Eric Wilhelmsen suggested to have CLFP website linked to our NCIFT website.
Treasurer: 
Eric Wilhelmsen reported the Finance Committee has established some recommendations to better NCIFT’s financial practices.  The recommendations are as follows:

· Multi-user QuickBooks should be used to track and manage our finances.  The treasurer will have access to the entire book-keeping that Marketing Designs has been using.
· We need to have one checking account only and the arrangement account need to be dissolved.  Finance Committee will have read-only access to the account to monitor/check the activity of the account from time to time.

Eric further reported that we need to set up a merchant account through Wells Fargo in order for NCIFT to start accepting credit cards.  The transaction fees are between 2%-3%.  With virtual terminal, we can use the SCIFT’s shopping cart so that members will be able to pay with their credit cards. The money will be channeled directly into our checking account.  By using the SCIFT shopping cart, we can save about $70/month.  By having a shopping cart, we will also be able to take membership renewal online with credit card.  Eric will contact Jerry Oliveras to have the shopping cart link on NCIFT website.
SJIFT: 
Joe Hiber reported that the SJIFT Extravaganza & Wine Tasting will be held on January 9, 2008 at the International Event Center, Fresno.  Dr. Bob Noyes, Professor Emeritus of Food Science, California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo will be the speaker and he will be presenting “A Logical Approach to Wine and Food”.  
Joe further reported that CSU Fresno Scholarship dinner will be held on April 3, 2008.
CVIFT: 
Bruce Ferree reported that CVIFT will hold a diner meeting in Stockton on March 6, 2008.  Jack Lloyd, Distinguished Visiting Professor of Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey will be the speaker of the event.  Dr. Lloyd will be presenting “Ethics In the Food Industry.” 
Nominating Committee:  
Russ Nishikawa reported that the committee will hold a conference call meeting on December 14, 2007.  As to date, we have Vina Suhendra running as Executive Secretary and Stacey Hawley running as Membership Secretary for 2008-2009 ballot.  

Russ further reported that the committee is actively looking for nomination for Chair-Elect and planning to meet the January 18th dateline in order to utilize the IFT electronic voting.  
Membership Directory / Hornblower:

Bernadine Ferguson reported that she is working on the directory. Imelda Vasquez and Stacey Hawley are currently proof reading the directory.

Bernadine also reported that the deadline for the Hornblower March-April issue is January 10, 2008.   The January-February issue was out on December 10, 2007.
Career Guidance: 
Mary Palumbo reported that she has received notices from Science Fair Committees. She is currently looking for volunteers to judge 6 science fair’s regions: Central California (Fresno), Santa Clara Valley (San Jose), Sacramento, Monterey County, San Francisco Bay Area and Tri Valley (Livermore).  This year, we will offer $125 prize for each region.
Supplier’s Night: 

Mark Caporale reported that the preparation for the Supplier’s Night is coming together.  2008 Suppliers Night will be held on May 6th at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton and the NCIFT Golf Tournament will be held on May 5th at the Wente Winery Golf Course.  The electronic registration will be in place by early January 2008.  Mark further reported that the symposium will be held from 1-3PM with “Organic” as the theme.  Supplier’s tabletops will start from 3PM to 7PM.  Dr. Carl Winter of UC Davis will be the first speaker and Randy Erickson of Clif Bar will be a potential second speaker for the event.
Eric Wilhelmsen recommends that we provide a podium for 2008 Supplier’s Night.
College and Student Relations: 
Carol Cooper reported that she is working on UC Davis Student Recognition Night.  The event will be held around the beginning of March 2008.
Membership: 

Stacey Hawley reported that she will start recruiting for volunteers to help out with NCIFT booth at CLFP that will be held on February 5-6, 2008.  She will also work with CLFP to obtain volunteer pass for the show,
Bernadine Ferguson reported that she is currently working on revising the membership application.  She will send the new revision of the application to the Executive Committee as soon as it is ready. 

Other Business:

· Leadership Conference:

2008 IFT Strategic Leadership Forum will be held on March 27-29, 2008 at Westin O’Hare in Rosemont, Illinois.  NCIFT will support the Chair-Elect to attend the meeting, while IFT will sponsor part of the travel expenses, which includes two nights at the Westin Hotel, all planned meals during the event and meeting fees. 

It is our goal to send people that know about IFT and the future leaders to the meeting.  The following people have been nominated to represent NCIFT at the Strategic Leadership Forum:

1. Rick Falkenberg, NCIFT Chair-Elect

2. Dan Whisenhunt, CVIFT Chair-Elect

3. Marcel Schilling-Bell, SJIFT Chair-Elect

4. Vina Suhendra, NCIFT Executive Secretary

5. Eric LeBarbe, NCIFT Members-at-Large
6. Maria Giovanni, NCIFT Treasurer
Carolyn Coughlin will check the nominees’ availability to attend the meeting.

· NCIFT ListServ Editor:
Stacey Hawley will find out if Dan Biondi is interested to serve as the editor of the ListServ. 
· Re-writing of By-laws:
Bruce Ferree reported we need rewrite the constitution and by-law of the section.  The revision is due on May 8, 2008.  We are looking for volunteer to revise the section by-law.

Bernadine Fergusson mentioned that we also need to have by-laws for subsections.  Rick Falkenberg and Bernadine are willing to help subsection to write their by-law. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:18 p.m.

