INSTITUE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGIST

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Executive Committee Meeting

December 21, 2006
Location: Conference Call
NCIFT: Eric Wilhelmsen, Chair; Carolyn Coughlin, Chair-Elect; Alvina Suhendra, Executive Secretary; Yildiz Karaibrahimoglu, Membership Secretary; Carol Cooper, Bruce Ferree, Bernadine Ferguson, Councilors; 

Committee Chairs and Members of Nominating Committee: Mary Palumbo, Career Guidance; Greg Peterson, SJIFT Chair
The meeting was called to order at 4:06 PM by NCIFT Chair Eric Wilhelmsen.

The agenda for this meeting and the minutes of the meeting on October 4th was approved.

Committee Reports:

Program Arrangement: 
· Carolyn Coughlin reported that she is working on setting up the joint meeting between NCIFT and MBIFT.  The meeting will include a plant tour in Monterey area around March 8, 2007.  
· Carolyn further reported that the CLFP will be held on January 30, 2007 at Sacramento Convention Center.  Rick Falkenberg will be in charge of the NCIFT table since Yildiz will be out of town.
· Carol Cooper reported that the UC Davis Student Recognition Night will be held on February 20, 2007 at the Alumni Center on the UC Davis campus with a speaker from Anheuser-Busch.
· Bruce Ferree announced that the IFT Council Meeting will be held on March 22, 2007 and recommends for the section to hold a Town Hall meeting in order to open discussion and Q&A between members and councilors.  Bruce will be setting up the town hall meeting with a tentative date of early March 2007. He will be also submitting an article about the Town Hall meeting for the Hornblower.   

Treasurer: Eric Wilhelmsen reported that Maria Giovanni is working on setting up a Pay Pal Account to collect funds for meeting registration.  This matter will be further discussed on the meeting.   

SJIFT: Greg Peterson reported the SJIFT Mini-Suppliers Night and Symposium will be held on January 17, 2007 at Heritage Complex at the Tulare Ag Center.  Bruce Ferree and Cory M. Bryant will be the speakers for the symposium.  He further reported that the CSU Fresno Student Recognition Night will be held on March 22, 2007.  

CVIFT: no report. 
MBIFT: Bernadine Ferguson reported that the committee has not got any responses from the MBIFT members regarding their interest on the continuation of the subsection.  She suggested on giving members a final notice regarding dissolution of the sub-section. The decision on whether to merge the subsection will be further discussed at the next Executive Committee Meeting. 
Nominating Committee:  The slots for next year term have been filled.  January 15, 2007 will be the dateline for the biography of the candidates in order to use the electronic voting. 

Career Guidance: Mary Palumbo reported that we will be participating in the Central California Region Science and Engineering Fresno, the San Francisco Bay Area Fair in San Francisco, and the Tri Valley Science and Engineering Fair in Livermore on top of the three (3) science fairs that we had done in prior years. The schedule for 2007 science fairs is as follows:

· Central California Region on March 13-15, 2007 at Fresno Convention Center

· Santa Clara Valley on March 13-14, 2007 at San Jose Convention Center

· Sacramento Region on March 17, 2007 at Rosemont High School, Sacramento

· Monterey County on March 17, 2007 at Salinas

· San Francisco Bay Area Fair on March 22, 2007 at San Francisco Fair Bldg.
· Tri valley Fair on March 27-31, 2007 at Livermore

Mary further reported that she has lined up and recruited judges for 6 science fairs for 2007.
Suppliers Night: Eric Wilhelmsen reported that the preparation for the event is coming together.  Suppliers’ Night will be held on April 24, 2007 at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. Dave Sholty is working on the venue for the golf tournament.  Registration packets will be mailed on January 2007.
College and Student Relations: Carol Cooper reported that UC Davis students had a good time at the NCIFT Holiday Dinner at Wente Vineyard that was held on December 7, 2006.  The raffle helped students to raise funds for travel to the annual IFT meeting.

Committee Staffing: Karen Lapsley is working on the 2006-2007 member of the year.

Other Business:

Bruce Ferree reported that IFT will host a Special Council Meeting in March 2007.  The primary purpose of this meeting is to vote on the Constitution and Bylaws changes in IFT’s governance structure and accept recommendations in the Task Force on Governance final report. The dual-purpose meeting-enhanced Leadership Conference now named Strategic Leadership Forum and special council meeting will be held from March 22 to 24, 2007 in Chicago.
The Strategic Leadership Forum in one of the recommendations proposed in the Governance Task Force final report that will provide an opportunity for Section and Division representatives input on IFT’s strategic plan and goal, as well as provide a venue to solicit input on member needs.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

