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Chair’s Message

Northern California Regional Section
Chair ...................................................................................Carol Cooper, UC Davis (retired)

Phone: 916-684-2887  Email: cac95758@gmail.com
Chair-Elect............................................................................................Earl Weak, Consulting

Phone: 925-462-5570  Email: docweak@aol.com 
Past Chair......................................................................... Susan Howe, The Intrinsic Group

Phone: 925-833-8276  Email: showe@intrinsicgroups.com
Secretary.........................................................................Scott MacAdams, Elite Spice Inc.

Phone: 925-963-9249  Email: smacadams@elitespice.com
Treasurer..................................................................................Elizabeth Cuff, Sierra Kitchen

Phone: 775-851-8427  Email: sierrakitchen@charter.net  cccuff@charter.net
Membership............................................................ Secretary Russ Nishikawa, SPI Group

Phone: 510-351-8012  Email: russn@spigroup.net 

Members-at-Large 
Pam Vaillancourt, RQA, Inc................206-510-0440  Email: pamvitic@sbcglobal.net
Andy McSunas, Safeway, Inc............. 925-951-4605  Email: amcsunas@yahoo.com
Carl Anderson, Annie’s. Inc...... 707-254-3700 x146  Email: carl1406@sbcglobal.net
Lisa Braun, The National Food Laboratory.......... 925-556-4802 Email: BraunL@TheNFL.com

Nominating Committee 
Stacey Hawley, Flavor Producers......... 415-971-3587  Email: Stacey@flavorproducers.com
Vidya Ananth, Clorox.............................................................................Phone:          Email:
Michael Frediani, The National Food Laboratory........................Phone: 925-556-4839 

Email: FredianiM@TheNFL.com
Brad Olson, Amy’s Kitchen...................925-451-5409  Email: bradolson@gmail.com
Carol York-Westphal, Ajinomoto Food Ingredients, LLC........... Phone: 925-628-7866 

Email: clyork@prodigy.net
John Bruhn, UC Davis FST Emeritus..............................................Phone: 530-754-6455  

Email: jcbruhn@ucdavis.edu
Phil Blagoyevich......................Phone: 925-820-3558  Email: Blagoyevich@msn.com

Committee Chairs
Program Chair......................................................................................Earl Week, Consulting

Phone: 925-462-5570  Email: docweak@aol.com 
Finance Committee Chair...................................Eric Wilhelmsen, Alliance of Tech Pros

Phone:  408-946-4525  Email: Eric Wilhelmsen@atpconsultants.com

O f f i c e r s  o f  N CIF   T  a n d  S u b S e ct i on  s

Suppliers’ Expo Chair.....................................................Stacey Hawley, Flavor Producers
Phone: 415-971-3587  Email: Stacey@flavorproducers.com

Grants Committee Chair............................................................................................Dale Olds 
Phone:  925-336-0896  Email: olds@idea-food.com

Student Representatives 
Name.....................................................................................................................................Email:
Name.....................................................................................................................................Email:

Central Valley Subsection
Chair........................................................................................Alvina Suhendra, Foster Farms

Phone: 209-656-5094  Email: alvina.suhendra@fosterfarms.com
Past Chair........................................... Dan Whisenhunt, Monte Vista Farming Company

Phone: 209-874-1866  Email: danwhisenhunt@yahoo.com

San Joaquin Valley Subsection
Chair ..................................................................................................Scott Nichols, E. T. Horn
	 Phone: 559-438-6444  Email: snichols@ethorn.com
Chair-Elect ........................................Erin Dormedy, California State University, Fresno
	 Phone: 559-278-8321  Email: edormedy@csufresno.edu
Secretary ............................................................Ly Doan-Rendon, Lyons Magnus, Fresno
Treasurer ..............................................................................................................................Open
Newsletter ....................................Chelsea Venable, California State University, Fresno
Members-at-Large ....Gary Jue, Valley Fig Growers; Nancy Hawkins, Food Scientist 

Other Important Contacts
Newsletter Editor.................... Bernadine Ferguson, Culinary Creations by Bernadine

Phone: 559-255-1625  Email: bbf4cckit@aol.com
Web Editor.......................................................................E. Jerry Oliveras, Jr., Aemtek, Inc.

Phone: 510-520-0755  Email: ejoliverasjr@sbcglobal.net
Jobs Available ListServ...............................Steve Nagorski, David Michael & Company

Phone: 925-212-0619  Email: snagorski@dmflavors.com
Suppliers’ Expo Coordinator....Imelda Vasquez, NCIFT Office at Marketing Designs

Phone: 650-802-0888  Email: ncift@marketingdesigns.net
Membership Records................Imelda Vasquez, NCIFT Office at Marketing Designs

Phone: 650-802-0888  Email: ncift@marketingdesigns.net

What a pleasure it is to write a message for The 
Hornblower following such a successful week that included 
our NCIFT Annual Golf Tournament and Suppliers’ 
Expo. For these events to be so successful obviously 
required the efforts and dedication of our many 
volunteers. Special thanks must go to Co-Chairs 
Marty Potnick and Dave Sholty for all the time, energy 
and fun provided at the Golf Event and to Supplier 
Expo Chair, Stacey Hawley, who was over-the-top 
with her organization and eye for detail. Thanks also 
to Carol Cooper who arranged for the speaker whose 
presentation was very well attended and exceptionally well 
received. Also, I must not leave out the many other volunteers, 
including students, and Marketing Designs who supported this 
very important event for our organization.  

As always, the NCIFT is working to make your experience, 
as a member, as valuable  and enriching as possible.  We 

welcome your input and encourage you to provide 
us with ways we can make your membership more 
meaningful. Please send an email to me at showe@
intrinsicgroup.com with any thoughts you might 
have. All input will be reviewed and feedback will 
be provided. 

Likewise, it should be noted that NCIFT 
always needs dedicated volunteers. If you would 
like to be available for miscellaneous volunteer 

activities, please, contact me at showe@intrinsicgroup.com 
for details. Member participation is always the measure of any 
organization’s value.!

Susan Howe, 2010 – 2011 NCIFT Chair

Susan Howe


