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Letter from the Chair
Dear Friends:

This past year Feeding Tomorrow entered an exciting new chapter, 
and I’m pleased to have this opportunity to share the news with you! 
In September the foundation joined IFT as a single 501c3 organization 
and came under the governance and fiduciary responsibility of the IFT 
Board of Directors. If you haven’t already, you’ll start to see our new 
name in circulation: the Feeding Tomorrow Fund. This transition is truly 
a win-win. It increases efficiencies, simplifies oversight, and offers more 
focus on programs of impact. It provides enhanced visibility for the fund 
while offering greater opportunity for IFT members to get involved, and it 
reduces administrative costs so that donor dollars can be maximized in 
support of our mission. 

Speaking of mission—that has not wavered a bit. During 2021-22, the 
Feeding Tomorrow Fund remained committed to attracting, supporting, 
and celebrating the food scientists and innovators of the future through 
three strategic promise areas: Motivate, Support, and Leverage. One 
of our proudest accomplishments this past year fell under the Support 
promise, which allocates scholarships to students pursuing degrees in 
science of food disciplines. With diversity, equity, and inclusion top of 
mind, we reviewed our scholarship portfolio with an eye toward greater 
access for underrepresented groups. That review resulted in new 
opportunities and a more inclusive process that expands eligibility and 
reduces barriers in the application process. I am delighted to announce 
that we were able to award 59 academic scholarships, totaling $117,800, 
to the broadest selection of students ever. Strategy is in place to 
further expand our reach and attract even more students from diverse 
backgrounds over the next few years.

Because travel was limited this past year due to ongoing pandemic 
restrictions, our Leverage promise focused on supporting unique 
programs with global impact. The Feeding Tomorrow Fund proudly 
sponsored the IFT Student Association competition—Developing 
Solutions for Developing Countries—and helped provide food science 
education to 65 undergraduate and graduate students in Nigeria 
with a grant of $1,680.

The Feeding Tomorrow Fund also continued to advance partnerships 
with educators and influencers, such as the National Science Teachers 
Association, to ensure that young people are introduced to food science 
and technology as a potential career path. Through similar collaborations 
and partnerships, we provided teachers with information and curricula to 
inspire and educate youth as young as the elementary school grades.

In the next 30 years, the worldwide population is projected to reach nearly 
10 billion—and we will need to find ways to provide them safe, nutritious, 
and plentiful food. This requires nurturing a pipeline of bright, innovative, 
and creative science of food talent ready to tackle this and many other 
global food system challenges. I hope I can count on your ongoing 
generous support as we champion this next generation. They will need 
everything we can give them. 

Warmly, 

Brenda Knapp-Polzin, MS, CFS
2021-22 Chair, Feeding Tomorrow Foundation 
(now Feeding Tomorrow Fund)Click here to learn about our consolidation

https://players.brightcove.net/1377104878001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6189719291001


The Feeding Tomorrow Fund raises 
awareness of the science of food as 
a desirable career path. By attracting, 
retaining, and celebrating the most creative 
and innovative minds of the profession, we 
will ensure the world has the ability to feed 
a growing and diverse population. 
Through our strategic promises…

We motivate.  

We support.

We leverage.



We Motivate
The world needs the next generation of creative and innovative minds engaged in the 
science of food to meet a critical challenge ahead of us: feeding a projected global 
population of nearly 10 billion by 2050. Yet, science of food educators report alarming 
declines in the number of students enrolled in food science studies. The Feeding 
Tomorrow Fund is dedicated to reversing this troubling trend by inspiring the next 
generation to consider careers in food science—and connecting with them early. We offer 
engaging educational content to elementary and middle-school teachers so that they 
can introduce food science careers to students in fun ways. Creative lessons such as 
“Abracadabra! Transforming Yogurt into Raviolis” and “How Greasy Are Your Potato Chips?” 
are available for free on IFT’s website. 

IFT members participate in Cue Career Videos to inspire young people to consider careers 
in the science of food. The series features high school and college students who conduct 
interviews with young professionals in the field to learn about their day-to-day 
work, salaries, IFT involvement, and more. 

Cameron (CJ) Wicks

Cameron (CJ) Wicks, a graduate student at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and current 
IFTSA president, credits her path to becoming 
a food scientist to IFT and science education 
outreach. In partnership with organizations 
like Cue Career, Pathful, the Chicagoland Food 
Science Foundation, and McCormick/Fona, we 
are mobilizing volunteers to share their passion 
about career pathways in the science of food.

https://www.cuecareer.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/IFT-112822.mp4?id=0


We Support
Through the Feeding Tomorrow Fund, IFT actively addresses barriers to education in the sciences, particularly for those most impacted by food 
inequity. As the cost of college rises and education slips out of reach for many, Feeding Tomorrow Fund scholarships help ensure that those 
passionate about careers in the science of food can still pursue their dreams. Since 1985, the Feeding Tomorrow Fund has awarded more than 
2,700 scholarships, totaling over $3 million. During 2021-22, we presented 59 academic scholarship awards totaling $117,800 

This year we were pleased to introduce the Gateway Scholarship Program. Anchored in our commitment to inclusion, this new program expands 
educational access to promising students who are not enrolled in an IFT-approved undergraduate program.

I am so grateful to receive this 
scholarship and appreciative 
that you see potential in me. I 

am fueled to feed tomorrow and 
change the world!

“

Natalie Salvatierra 
California Polytechnic State University

I am originally from Indonesia and am 
now pursuing a master’s degree in the 
United States with a focus on sensory 

science. I would love to start a new 
generation of more sustainable 
foods to support our growing 

global population.

“

Clarissa Aurelia 
University of Florida

This scholarship generates 
opportunities for my academic 

development and traces a clearer 
path toward my goal to become 
a food engineer who serves his 
country and loves what he does.

“

Howard Toledo
Escuela Superior Politécnica 

del Litoral, Ecuador 

Thank you for awarding me an 
IFT first-year scholarship! I have 
been interested in food science 

for quite some time and am 
honored to receive it.

“

Ella Hildebrand 
Purdue University

Natalie Salvatierra

Clarissa Aurelia Ella Hildebrand

Howard Toledo



We Support

We provided more than $10,000 in travel scholarships for students to attend IFT FIRST in person and 
allocated nearly $3,000 in registration funding for virtual attendance.

Meet the 2022 Caldwell Fellowship Recipient

Yutong Li was selected as the 2022 recipient of the Dr. 
Elwood Caldwell Graduate Fellowship, an award totaling 
$25,800. Now in its second year, the fellowship is the result 
of a $1 million bequest from the late longtime IFT member 
Elwood Caldwell, PhD, and supports students enrolled in a 
master’s or doctoral program in the science of food whose 
research addresses the demands of the global food system.

Li is a doctoral candidate in food science at The Ohio State 
University with an emphasis in food microbiology. Previously, 
she earned a BS in food science and technology, also from 
Ohio State.

Meet a 2022 Travel Scholarship Recipient

Jingsi Liu is a first-year doctoral student under the guidance 
of Yun Yin, PhD, in the food flavor lab at Virginia Tech and 
is studying the influences of environmental stress on plant 
metabolites and their aroma compounds. She was delighted 
to attend IFT FIRST to gain new insights through discussion 
and the exchange of research ideas. Liu hopes to pursue a 
career as a flavor and sensory scientist. 

Celebrating the Return of Fun 
Run + Fitness
We were thrilled to welcome back 
our in-person Fun Run + Fitness in 
2022 at the IFT FIRST: Annual Event 
and Expo, after a two-year pause 
(virtual only) due to the pandemic. 
Thanks to our generous participants 
and fitness sponsors we raised more 
than $75,000 in scholarship funds to 
benefit the future of our profession: 
students pursuing education in 
science of food careers.



We Leverage
Developing Solutions for Developing Countries
The IFT Student Association (IFTSA) engages student members from around the world to 
leverage their scientific skills toward a greater cause. Through a $6,500 sponsorship from 
the Feeding Tomorrow Fund, IFTSA’s Developing Solutions for Developing Countries (DSDC) 
product development competition promotes the application of food science and technology 
and the creation of new products and processes to improve the quality of life for those in 
developing countries.

 2021–22 Winners
 First Place: 
 DadYo, Poznań University of Life Sciences, Poland

 Second Place: 
 Pèdi Paradi, University of Costa Rica

 Third Place: 
 Drygurt, University of Costa Rica

DadYo 
MahasiswaPL (Marcellus Arnold and 
Yolanda Victoria Rajagukguk) 

DadYo is a shelf-stable, synbiotic yogurt with 
live probiotics made by using indigenous 
“dadih” starter culture. Dadih is an almost-
extinct traditional yogurt made from buffalo 
milk with origins in West Sumatera, Indonesia. 
The MahasiswaPL team interviewed individuals 
from their local food science community and 
proposed a product development concept 
that matched this year’s DSDC topic: to create 
a shelf-stable yogurt beverage that contains 
live and active cultures without a kill step in 
production. The result is DadYo, a product that 
benefits the health and economy of the local 
population while raising awareness about the 
extinction of culinary heritage. 



We Leverage
Feeding Tomorrow Fund Grant: Providing Food Science Education 
in Nigeria
Through a $1,680 grant from the Feeding Tomorrow Fund, the Nigerian Institute of 
Food Science and Technology (NIFST), partnered with the IFT International Division’s 
Food Science for Relief and Development (FSRD) project to provide food science 
education to 65 undergraduate and graduate students. A nonprofit representing food 
professionals from academia, industry, government, and research agencies, NIFST 
offered an educational session aimed at transforming collective knowledge into 
innovative solutions while also strengthening relationships among food professionals 
and building greater capacity.

Presentations included: 
 
“The Role of Food Safety in Strengthening Food Systems” 
presented by Adewale Olusegun Obadina of the Department 
of Food Science and Technology, College of Food Science and 
Human Ecology (COLFHEC), Federal University of Agriculture 
Abeokuta (FUNAAB), 

“Food Packing and Labeling: Inevitable Tool in Achieving a 
Sustainable Global Food System”  
delivered by Sakirdeen Abidemi Ajani, deputy director and head 
of the Packaging Technology Division of the Federal Institute of 
Industrial Research Oshodi (FIIRO). 



Feeding Tomorrow Financial Summary

Total Revenue Total Expenses

Excludes In Kind contribution from IFT to support Foundation administrative costs including personnel, 
utilities, officers & directors insurance, and related expenses.

$180,663 $525,832
39%

30%

30%

1%

Individuals .......................... 39%
Corporate ........................... 30%
Foundations ....................... 30%
IFT Sections ..........................1%

Program Development ...................23%
Endowed Scholarships ...................31%
General & Administration ...............13%
Endowed Achievement Awards ....11%
Legal, Audit & Management ..........22%

Investment Revenue Loss:      
($1,147,894)

Decrease to Net Assets:   
($1,493,064)

Total Net Assets:              
$8,985,445

*All financial amounts are pre-audit

31%

23%

13%

11%

22%

Financials as of August 31, 2022



Donors

$5,000–$10,000
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Mitsui & Co (USA)
Puget Sound Institute of Food 
Technologists
PepsiCo

$1000–$4999
Noel E. Anderson
Beneo 
Cori Cameron
colorMaker Inc
Marianne H. Gillette
Ingredion 
Lauren S. Jackson
Vickie L. Kloeris
Brenda Knapp-Polzin
D. Scott Lineback
John H. Litchfield
Mattson
Nancy Moriarity
Oregon Section IFT
Justin W. Shimek
Christie Tarantino-Dean
Bernhard Van Lengerich

$500–$999
Almond Board of California
Arti Arora

Adelia Bovell-Benjamin
Francis F. Busta
Mary Ellen Camire
Vernon Cole
John Coupland
Kate Dockins
Haomiao Fan
Flavor Producers
Wendell Grimsley
McCormick & Company 
MicroDried
Nutmeg Section IFT
Margaret A. Poole
John Ruff
George J. Seperich
Cindy Stewart
Stumm Insurance
Mandy Zaransky-Hurst

$100–$499
James J. Albrecht
Rotimi Emmanuel Aluko
Robert Barakett
Bill Barrier
Ivette A. Bassa
Daniel Berg
Ellen F. Bradley
Alfred A. Bushway
Charities Aid Foundation America
Pam L. Coleman
Janet E. Collins
Lori A. Conley
P. Michael Davidson
Joy E. Dell’Aringa
Colin Dennis

Michael Diehl
Marly Dombrower
Chris Downs
Rick Falkenberg
Chris J. Findlay
L. Frank Flora
Robert B. Gravani
Eric F. Greenberg
Jaime Gutshall
Clifford Hall, III
Robert W. Harkins
Bryan Hitchcock
Mamoun M. Hussein
Larry Keener
Sean Leighton
Joseph M. Light
Zulma Lozano
Yaguang Luo
Douglas L. Marshall
Bill McDowell
Jennifer Cleveland McEntire
Thomas C. McLean
Mark R. McLellan
Terrence Merkley
David M. Miles
Emefa Monu
Donna Morris
Brendan Niemira
Robert L. Olson
Charles I. Onwulata
Matthew Richard Park
Jon Peters
Stacy C. Pyett
Terriann Reilly
Louis P. Richard

Robert F. Roberts
Janet S. Rogers
Anna Rosales
Patti Mary Patricia Ross
Jyotishree Routray
Alexandra Santau
Sheri M. Schellhaass
Barbara O. Schneeman
Craig P. Sherwin
Bruce R. Stillings
R.B. Tompkin
Maria Velissariou
Washington DC Section IFT
Elizabeth Watson
D.E. Weber
Lester A. Wilson
Paul P. Winniczuk
Ralph S. Wirebaugh
Randy William Worobo
Yanyun Zhao
Yaozhou Zhu

Additional Donors
Olufunmilola Adunni Abiodun
Valeria Acquarone
Kaylan L. Adams
James R. Adams
Catherine E. Adams Hutt
Zatil Afrah
Norma Majaba Agar
Irma Aguilar
Kong Shun Ah Hen
Maqbool Ahmad
Yongfeng Ai Sr.
Olaide Akintayo

Donations received September 1, 2021, through August 31, 2022. 
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Nicolas Bordenave
Gina Borgman
Claire Boudwin
Raymond A. Bourque
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Rachel Dalton
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George Stoforos
Gabriela Elisa Suazo
Nirmala Subedi
Mathias K. Sucan
Darryl Suskin
Katherine M.J. Swanson
Cyprian Syeunda
Ernest V. Symanski

Antony Talalay
Jessie Tan
Helene Taormino
Irma R. Tardia
Ogechukwu Tasie
Stephen L. Taylor
Taylor Wallace
Bradley Jay Taylor
Rachel Sauwee Teoh
Juliana Terra
Monique Terrell
Afua Tetteh
Jacqueline Thach
Donald W. Thayer
Charis R. Theocharis
Rob Thomas
Mary E. Thomas
Jerry Thompson
Emmalee D. Tigner
Ben Tisckos
Bo Tisdale
Jim Titus
Mary Lou Tortorello
Kathie Vu Tran
Robert M. Trider
Paul Michael Truman
Frank G. Truong
Jeffrey Tucker
Mark G. Tuerffs
Edward Tulskie
Somjintana Tungkawachara
Tommy Turriff
Johan Ubbink
Truly D. Ulmer
Basavaraj Shivanna Umatar
Amy Marie Usiak



Donors
Abimbola Uzomah
Dilek Uzunalioglu
Gitte Vaes
Charlene Van Buiten
Leendert Van Den Bosch
Hank J. Van Driel
Sam VanWees
Dante M. Vargas
Juan Gabriel Vargas Olmo
Todor Vasiljevic
Alexa Vaughan
Jose Velasquez
Emily Veloz
John R. Vercellotti
Stephen Vernon
Hector Vilches
Alfredo A. Vitali
Daniel Voit
Klaudia Volmer
Klazien Voogt
Jyotindra D. Vora
Anne Vravick
Azza M. Wagdy
Vanessa Wallace
Jack Walls
Janitha P. Wanasundara
Chin-Kun Wang
Chenxin Wang
Laurie Kristin Washington
Glen L. Weaver
Thomas Weber
Mac Weber
Lisa M. Weddig
Jasminka Weed
Randy Lee Wehling
Karl Weinacker

Abraham Asmin Widjaja
Kail David Wilkes
Robert Wine
Aaron Wolff
Rudy Wouters
Bet Wu
Lawrence Wurzel
Eric Yale
Jun Yang
Sara Yang
Allison A. Yates
Seow Ling Yong
Susan Young
Eric Zabin
Howard Q. Zhang
Fan Zhang
Ziyu Zhang
Yanyun Zhao
Gregory R. Ziegler
Jeanette G. Ziegler
Alan Zwillinger

Thank You
For more information, please visit: 
ift.org/feeding-tomorrow-fund

https://www.ift.org/feeding-tomorrow-fund

